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Niagara SPCA breaks ground on $1.5 million surgical suite

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

Donning hard hats and shovels,
local officials joined administra-
tors from the Niagara County
SPCA for a groundbreaking
ceremony last Friday, as the or-
ganization gets set to begin con-
struction on a $1.5 million state-
of-the-art surgical suite. The end
result will be a 2,000-square-foot
facility complete with an X-ray
room, which the SPCA said it’s
never had before.

“This is an extremely proud and
exciting moment in our history,”
Executive Director Tim Brennan
said. “It’s also a very important
milestone in our journey, as we
continue to provide the absolute
best care for every animal that
comes to us.

Until now, surgical procedures
at the Niagara County SPCA
have been conducted inside a
144-square-foot surgical trailer
donated by the SPCA Serving
Erie County in 2013. The organi-
zation said doctors and infirmary
staff have often had to operate in
extreme temperatures inside the
trailer and that, due to space con-
straints, they have been unable to
perform X-rays on dogs over 50
pounds.

Brennan went on to outline the
amenities the new facility will
have, as well as the numerous
positive effects it will bring to the
organization.

“We’re going to have our very
own X-ray room. We used to have
to send all our animals out for

X-rays. This is going to be a big
cost-saver for us,” Brennan said.
One of the largest benefits
of the new facility is that it will
greatly help the organization’s
expanded trap-neuter-vaccinate-
return (TNVR) program for feral
cats. As of July 1, the Niagara
County SPCA no longer traps
healthy feral cats for impound-
ment. Instead, feral cats are
humanely trapped, vaccinated,
spayed/neutered, and then have
their ear tipped for identification
before being returned to their

outdoor home.

According to a press release,
the Niagara SPCA said shelters
that have adopted TNVR saw
their intake-numbers decrease,
save rates increase, and commu-
nity support increase, as well.

Brennan said that, with the fa-
cility’s two new operating beds,
the organization will be able to
better take advantage of some of
the volunteer help it’s been un-
able to utilize in the past.

“We get many offers from com-
munity vets, who offer to come

in and help with our spay/neuter
surgeries. We can't really take
them up on that, because we don’t
have the room in a 140-square-
foot trailer,” he said.

Brennan explained the new
surgical suite will also allow the
organization to expand its com-
munity programs that provide
sterilizations for dogs and cats
whose owners fall into a low-in-
come bracket, as well as for area
rescue groups.

Funding for the project be-
gan in 2019 with a $500,000

Wheatfield Town Board meeting updates

BY MICHAEL DEPIETRO
Interim Tribune Editor

It was a light agenda at the Town
of Wheatfield’s regular Town
Board meeting on Monday. The
board passed all agenda items
unanimously. The agenda items
were as follows:

eA motion presented by the
Water and Sewer Department to
authorize a correction to a water
and sewer bill to Woodlands Re-
alty Group, account 007035-000,
which is erroneous in the amount
of $2,645.15, to the correct amount
of $23.45.

eA motion presented by the

Highway and Budget Depart-
ment to approve an amendment
to the 2020 highway fund budget
to provide the estimated revenue
and budget appropriation for the
increase in the New York state
CHIPS PAVE NY grant to be used
for additional highway street re-
pairs as follows:

Highway fund, increase
estimated revenues, account
DA.0000.3501 (state aid — CHIPS):
$19,855.73

\ Increase appropriations, ac-
count DA.5110.0400 general re-
pairs contractual: $19.855.73

¢ A motion presented by the High-

Niagara-Wheatfield Board of Education
meeting slated for July 29

The Niagara-Wheatfield Board
of Education meeting will be held
at 6 p.m. Wednesday, July 29,
2020, with an anticipated execu-
tive session. The public meeting

is anticipated to begin at 7 p.m.

The gathering will be held in
the high school’s Adult Learning
Center, 2292 Saunders Settlement
Road, Sanborn.
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way and Budget Department to ap-
prove an amendment to the 2020
highway fund budget to provide the
estimated revenue and budget ap-
propriation for the New York State
CHIPS Extreme Winter Recovery
Grant to be used for additional high-
way street repairs as follows:
Highway Fund, Increase
Estimated Revenues, Account
DA.0000.3501 (state aid — CHIPS):
$14,807.25
V Increase appropriations, ac-
count DA.5110.0400 general re-
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pairs contractual: $14.807.25

eA motion presented by the
Town Constable Department and
Town Board to hire Madison Tor-
rie as a part-time town constable,
at recruit status, until such time
she completes public safety law
enforcement training. She will be
paid at the rate of pay and terms
pursuant to job specifications of a
part-time town constable and pend-
ing approval of human resources
and a Niagara County criminal
background check.
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Officials broke ground late last week
on a new addition to the Niagara

SPCA. (Photo by Michael DePietro)

grant through the New York
State Companion Animal Capi-
tal Fund. Since then, much of
the donations have come from
community funding. Among the
largest donations came from lo-
cal resident and Army veteran
Bob Nowakowski, who pledged
a $100,000 gift toward the project
and challenged the community
to match it.

Brennan said Nowakowski has
been coming to the facility for
over 20 years simply to visit the
kennel dogs and offer them a
milk bone and a piece of cheese.
In light of Nowakowski’s chal-
lenge, Brennan noted the SPCA
raised an additional $75,000 from
community members — a figure
that is still climbing.

Other notable donors men-
tioned include attorney Ross Cel-
lino, and Pat Proctor of Rainbow
Air.

While construction on the new
facility is slated to begin at the
end of the month, and the project
has an expected completion date
of February 2021, administra-
tors said they still need another
$600,000 to fully fund construc-
tion.

For information on hope to help
get involved with the Niagara
County SPCA’s fundraising ef-
forts, visit www.niagaraspca.org.
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Dr. Glenda R.
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Chiropractor

Nutrition, the Missing Element

When researching a disease that
nearly wiped out the French silk
industry, Louis Pasteur made a very
significant observation. It was not just
the germ, but also the physiological
state of the silkworms, which
determined susceptibility to infection.

He postulated that if ways could be
found to give silkworms a higher level
of robustness, then they would become
more resistive to disease. He became
so convinced of the importance of
environmental factors and the body’s
biochemical and physiological state
that on his deathbed he declared: “Le
germ n’est, c’est le terrain qui est
fout”-the germ is nothing, the soil is
everything. Quite a statement from the
father of the germ theory!

Our immunity can be greatly
influenced by factors such as
genetics, state of mind and
significantly by nutrition.

The nutritional approach to
healthcare like chiropractic addresses
root causes of health issues rather than
symptoms.

Whole food supplements organically
grown on mineral rich soils provide
nutrition that follows the law of nature,
harmony and synergism (the action of
separate substances working together
produce a greater effect than the sum of
their individual actions). For example,
taking just Ascorbic Acid as Vitamin
C works only in relationship to the
availability the factors that work with
it called bioflavonoids. Clinically, it
has been found that results from taking
an isolated nutrient supplements are
not as good as those with whole food
nutrient supplements in which all
needed factors are present.

Find out how we can help you
improve your health naturally. Call
754-9039. Rose Chiropractic, P.C.
located at 435 Ridge St., Lewiston.
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